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STRIVE JUVENILE 

Preventing and Responding to Violence against Children  
by Terrorist and Violent Extremist Groups 

 

LAUNCH IN INDONESIA 
29 March 2021 

15h00 – 17h00 Jakarta time / 10h00 – 12h00 Vienna time 
ZOOM PLATFORM 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In recent years, the international community has been increasingly confronted with the association of 
children with terrorist and violent extremist groups. Children who become associated with these 
groups can be subjected to serious and prolonged violence, whose consequences can be devastating.  
Above all, child recruitment and exploitation can result in early death. But even those children who 
survive that ordeal must cope with terrible physical and emotional scars. Violence places at risk not 
only their health, but also their ability to learn and grow into adults who can create sound families and 
communities. The same is often true for children who have links with the foreign terrorist fighters (FTF) 
phenomenon, although they may not have been actively recruited by the groups. In addition, the 
stigma and rejection associated with terrorism and violent extremism can expose them to increased 
risk of victimization when returning to society. 

Since 2018, UNODC and the Government of Indonesia have worked together to address this 
phenomenon. In March 2020, UNODC and the Governments of Indonesia and Japan co-organized a 
regional event where high-level representatives from Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives and the 
Philippines gathered in Bali to discuss child recruitment and its consequences on children’s lives.  As a 
result of this event, Indonesia took an important step and officially launched the “Bali Call for 
Action”.  The Bali Call for Action is a political declaration that endorses the “UNODC Roadmap on the 
Treatment of children associated with terrorist and violent extremist groups”  and commits States to 
translate it in to action at the national level.  Indonesia also demonstrated leadership in this area by 
calling upon other Member States to endorse this historical declaration, which presented a unique 
opportunity to adopt a common approach to protect children from terrorism. 

In parallel, building on the lessons learned from more than five years of specialized technical assistance 
in this area to over 35 countries in different regions of the world, UNODC has also increased its support 
through tailored activities at the national level. In July and August 2020, the UNODC conducted a 
Technical Assistance Needs Assessment (TANA) on the situation of these children, in close partnership 
with national counterparts.  The conclusions of this process then provided the basis for the elaboration 
and delivery of two virtual capacity-building events, held in November 2020 and February 2021, 
respectively. Among the most notable outcomes, participants elaborated recommendations for 
inclusion of child rehabilitation and reintegration objectives into the National Plan of Action (RAN-PE). 

A project funded 
by the European Union 
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Today, UNODC and the Government of Indonesia have the opportunity to enhance their cooperation 
in this area through STRIVE Juvenile, a new project supported by the European Union. 

 

LAUNCH OF STRIVE JUVENILE IN INDONESIA 
 

STRIVE Juvenile aims to prevent and counter violent extremism affecting children, in full respect of 
human rights, gender equality and international law. To achieve this goal, UNODC will implement a 
three-year project that foresees initiatives at the global level and in three partner countries. The 
partner countries, including Indonesia, have been selected on the basis of demonstrated political will 
to increase the protection of children from terrorism, and due to their decisive role in setting the 
agenda on dealing with this phenomenon at national, regional and global levels.   

The Launch Event will be the opportunity for UNODC and national counterparts to discuss the goals of 
the project, and how its implementation can serve national priorities for better protection of children 
from terrorism and violent extremism. 

STRIVE Juvenile pursues two interconnected objectives: 

1) Strengthening government strategies, policies and mechanisms related to child association 
with terrorist groups; 

2) Increasing the resilience of children and their environment against violent extremist and 
terrorist agendas. 

The project will provide direct support to policy-makers, professionals and service providers who share 
responsibilities over protecting children from terrorism and violent extremism. In addition, as 
beneficiaries, the project will also target children, their families and communities.  

In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, the project foresees the implementation of a 
number of actions, including: 

• Research, good practice exchanges and awareness raising activities at regional and global 
levels; 

• Provision of legal and policy advice on appropriate prevention and responses to the 
phenomenon of child association with these groups; 

• Tailored capacity-building for professionals working in this area, adapted to their needs and 
roles; 

• Interventions aimed at fostering participation of children and their environments in decision-
making, including through their involvement in prevention and reintegration efforts. 

STRIVE Juvenile prioritizes national ownership and proposes actions that are responsive to the 
national and local context. For this reason, a detailed plan of activities will only be developed in 
partnership with selected national counterparts, following an Inception Phase which will identify 
objectives, opportunities to build upon and priority needs in each partner country.  

The Launch of STRIVE Juvenile inaugurates the Inception Phase in Indonesia, introducing the project 
to key stakeholders in the country and building on the solid partnership that has been established 
between UNODC and the national government in this area of work in 2018.  
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KEY OBJECTIVES 
 

The Launch of STRIVE Juvenile will provide the platform for UNODC and national stakeholders 
to explore avenues for cooperation under the Project and to set the objectives, priorities and 
a preliminary workplan for the Inception Phase. 

Throughout its duration, and starting with the Launch, STRIVE Juvenile will continue to pursue 
a multi-stakeholder approach, involving a wide-range of professionals from the security 
sector, justice and child protection systems, local government and civil society organizations.  

Key objectives of the meeting include: 

1) Providing an overview of STRIVE Juvenile’s objectives and outputs and their 
integration into the national reform efforts and priorities; 

2) Discussing the role of the lead coordination agency BNPT and of the relevant 
institutions and organizations who will be involved in the implementation of STRIVE 
Juvenile; 

3) Discussing the priorities, actions and time frame for the initiatives to be undertaken 
during the STRIVE Juvenile Inception Phase. 

 
PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

 
29 March 2021 

15h00 – 17h00 Jakarta time / 10h00 – 12h00 Vienna time 
 

15h00 – 15h20  Opening and Welcome 

• Opening Statement by National Counterterrorism Agency (BNPT) 

• Opening Statement by the Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection 

• Opening Statement by UNODC 

• Roundtable: Introduction of Participants 

15h20 – 16h20  Introduction to STRIVE Juvenile 

• UNODC presents STRIVE Juvenile 

• BNPT presents national priorities to protect children from terrorism and violent extremism and 
suggests the integration of STRIVE Juvenile under the RAN-PE 

• Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection presents national priorities to protect 
children from terrorism and violent extremism under Regulation No. 7/2019 

• Q&A 

16h20 – 17h00     Overview of the Inception Phase 

• UNODC introduces the Inception Phase, its objectives and proposed activities 

• Discussion of the preliminary workplan and timeline of the Inception Phase with participants 
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